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Building STEM Community

We envision Atlanta as a science city, where people
celebrate a shared appreciation for the ways science
and technology are fundamental to the health and
prosperity of our community. Science ATL’s mission is
to cultivate an equitable community of lifelong learners
across metro Atlanta who are connected and inspired
by the wonder of science.

Our 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization produces events
and community-building activities to improve access to
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM)
learning opportunities, and to strengthen Atlanta’s STEM
ecosystem. 

This annual report shares our activities and impact from
July 2025 through June 2026.
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PUBLIC SCIENCE EVENTS

From spooky science and animal explorations to our
science book club and the Atlanta Science Festival,
Science ATL’s public events have highlighted the
science in our city throughout the year! At our events
this year, we reached 47,000+ people over the course
of 165 events, each one as unique as the last. Whether
they wandered through an inflatable colon (!), built and
tested glider planes, or strolled through our local parks
on a Nature Navigators walk, our event attendees left
not only with some fun new facts, but also with a sense
that science matters in their lives.

Thanks a lot for your
support and for Science ATL

programming. You have made
so many, many young ones and
their families stay engaged in

lifelong learning and
growth. Thank you! 

- Science ATL event attendee

Future Innovators

Salamander Stroll

Celebrate STEAM at Georgia Tech

PDK Aviation Day

Outdoor OdysseyThe Science of Cemeteries



Driven by a shared sense of community, 950 passionate Science ATL volunteers united
people across metro Atlanta through the wonder of science, helping lifelong learners of all
ages explore STEM. Our school and youth programs and public science events thrived this
year thanks to our dedicated volunteers!  In 2026, our impact grew even deeper as we re -  

envisioned our classroom visit program
to become STEM Journeys. STEM Pro
volunteers expanded our outreach across
14 school districts and exposed students
underrepresented in STEM to 30
different STEM fields and disciplines—
including cutting-edge areas like
Artificial Intelligence, Materials Science,
Renewable Energy, Biomedical Science,
Robotics and Neuropsychology. Whether
connecting side-by-side with students
and educators or keeping public events
running seamlessly, Science ATL
volunteers provide meaningful ways to
give back and foster an inclusive,
accessible science community. Along the
way, our volunteers forge lasting
connections, turning every shared event
into a celebration of curiosity and
community.

It was so fun, and I really
enjoyed seeing the kids (and
their adults!) get so excited

about science. I loved teaching
everyone something new and

watching them explore during
the event!

The children were so
inquisitive!! It was really
wonderful to see them so

focused and excited about the
pursuit of knowledge purely

for the sake of their own
curiosity.
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Powered by Passion, Driven by Community

The Festival has officially
entered its teenage years! In
year 13, we dove into the
math of sports, learned how
fires can help a forest regrow,
explored ecology at our local
parks, listened to data-based
sonifications of lichen, and
capped it all off with Atlanta’s
biggest science party: the
Exploration Expo! Thanks to
our network of dedicated
partners and enthusiastic
attendees, we highlighted
that Atlanta really is a science
city!!

- Volunteer at Atlanta Science
Festival event

- Volunteer at an Atlanta
Science Festival event



Built on the learnings of past programs,
STEM Forward debuted this year to
smashing success. In this year-long
program, STEM professional volunteers
joined teams of teachers and students in
30 metro Atlanta schools to move STEM
forward with projects that broaden access
to STEM learning and careers for
students, and build sustainable STEM
programs and partnerships for schools.

STEM Forward engaged 7,100 students
across more than 70 STEM experiences
like building hydroponic/aquaponics
systems, hosting community wide STEM
nights, and monitoring a school garden
by drone. These projects were generated
by student and teacher ideas, and reflect
the schools’ commitment to building
lasting STEM cultures.
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Science ATL connects students, educators,
and STEM professionals through programs
that expand access to STEM opportunities
and strengthen students’ STEM identity and
career exposure:

STEM Forward - year-long school
partnership to empower student
leadership and enrich STEM learning

Science Lives Here - school hallway
exhibits of STEM professionals from
underrepresented groups

STEM Journeys - classroom visits by
scientists and engineers

In 2025–2026, these programs reached more
than 18,000 students in high need
neighborhoods, helping them to see STEM as
accessible, relevant, and attainable. 

SCHOOL & YOUTH PROGRAMS

Launching STEM Forward

I have seen evidence of [STEM Forward]
impacts through increased student

engagement, collaboration, and
confidence during hands-on STEM

activities and projects. Students are
taking more ownership of their learning,

asking deeper questions, and showing
greater interest in STEM careers.

-STEM Forward Educator



Morehouse College
MuRata*
Museum of Design Atlanta
Nature Time
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
   Administration
NCR Atleos Foundation*
Oglethorpe University
Opo Coffee
Physiovation
Piedmont Park Conservancy
Pink STEM Foundation
Play-Well TEKnologies
Produce’d
Project WET
Qcells*
Red Light Cafe
Reynolds Nature Preserve
Roots Down
Salesforce*
Sandy Springs Education Force
Sandy Springs Library
School of Rock
Science Akadémeia
Science for Georgia
Science Guys of Atlanta
SETI Institute
Soapbox
Southface Institute
Southwire*
Spelman College
STE(A)M TRUCK
STEM Gems
Stone Mountain Memorial Assoc.
Stories Worth Sharing
The Nature Conservancy
The Story Collider
Théâtre du Rêve
Thermo Fisher Scientific*
Trees Atlanta
Turbo Tax*
UCB*
UL Research Institutes’ Chemical 
   Insights*
UPS*
University of Georgia
Veolia Water Technologies
WABE
West Atlanta Watershed Alliance 
Whole World Improv Theatre
Women in Technology Inc.
Yellow River Wildlife Sanctuary
Zoo Atlanta

80 Acres Farms*
Abbadabba’s
Adopt-a-Stream
Agnes Scott College
Amana Academy Charter School
Amanda Rountree & Friends
The Amphibian Foundation
ASPIRE Aerospace Education Inc.
ATF Forensic Science Laboratory
AtkinsRéalis*
Atlanta Botanical Garden
Atlanta Contemporary Ensemble
Atlanta Urban Wildlife Working 
   Group
Birds Georgia
Blue Heron Nature Preserve
Brave + Kind Bookshop
Burns & McDonnell Foundation*
Chattahoochee National Park 
   Conservancy
Chattahoochee Nature Center
Chattahoochee River National 
   Recreation Area
Clayton State University
CleanSpark*
Climate Fresk
Clyde Shepherd Nature Preserve
Cox Enterprises*
D. Clark Harris
Decatur Makers

DeKalb County Department of 
   Recreation, Parks & Cultural
   Affairs
DeKalb Cty School District
DeKalb-Peachtree Airport
Delta Air Lines*
Delta Community Credit 
   Union*
Destination South*
Dow*
Drew Charter School
Ebri Education
ECF Engineering Consultants*
Emily Bragg
Emory University*
Fernbank Museum
Fernbank Science Center
First Christian Church of Decatur
Forever Young Foundation
Foundation Farms
Fulton County Arts & Culture
Fulton County Library System
Fulton County Public Art Futures 
   Lab
Fulton County Public Works
Gentle Spirit Christian Church
Georgia Aquarium
Georgia Bat Working Group
Georgia Center for the Book
Georgia Cyber Academy
Georgia Department of Natural 
   Resources
Georgia Gwinnett College
Georgia Herpetological Association 
   and Rescue

Georgia Institute of Technology*
Georgia Mineral Society
Georgia Natural Gas*
Georgia Power*
Georgia State Perimeter College
Georgia State University
Georgia Tech Research Institute*
Georgia Wildlife Federation
Google*
Grady Health System*
Halfway Crooks Beer
Historic Oakland Foundation
Hope for Youth Inc (HYPE)
I Am STEM
IBM*
IEEE Atlanta and IEEE Region 3*
Inspire Aviation Foundation
International Society of Aboriculture
Jennifer Swanson Books
Jewels Morgans
The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library 
   and Museum
Johns Creek Environmental Campus
Johnson STEM Activity Center
Kaiser Permanente*
Kennesaw Motorsports
Kennesaw State University*
Lance Love
Lenz*
Little Shop of Stories
Live Thrive Inc.
Lockheed Martin*
Marietta High School
Mathematics in Motion
Math N’ More
Mercer University & Mercer Health 
   Sciences Center*

3D Girls, Inc
Amazon*
Atlanta Botanical Garden
Atlanta Public Schools
Aulick Engineering
Bronner Brothers Inc
CDC
CDC/Auburn University
Chemours
Cobachi C.R.E.A.M.
CodeHouse
Cox Enterprises*
CSAA IG
Deloitte
Dow*
EcoLab Foundation*
Emory University*
Fish2Friends
Geddes Neural Network
Georgia Gwinnett College
Georgia Institute of Technology*
Georgia Pacific
Georgia State University
Glenn W. Bailey Foundation*
Google*
GrayTech Corporation
Hydrocephalus Association
IEEE-Atlanta*
IFF

Kennesaw State University*
Lockheed Martin*
Lyco Works Incorporated
Mathnasium
McClinton Scholars
Morehouse College
NCR Atleos Foundation*
Nexus Circular
PBS
Peach State Health Plan
Produce'd
Raspberry Pi Foundation
RES Americas Construction
Riddel Research
Sailors Engineering Associates
Science Journal for Kids and Teens
Sim2Real Academy
UCB*
University of Strathclyde
UPS*
Veterans Health Administration
Visontech
Waymo
Werfen

*Partner is also a funder
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- Greg Crafter, owner of Science ATL
community partner company Produce’d

Our work together creates
opportunities for young people and

families to experience science through
hands-on learning.  Science ATL has

been a strong partner in the Atlanta
community, and we value their
commitment to serving others!



Atlanta Public Schools
Centennial Place Academy (Charter)
Cleveland Avenue Elementary School
Coretta Scott King Young Women's 
   Leadership Academy
Crawford Long Middle School
Emma Hutchinson Elementary School
Finch Elementary School
Heritage Academy Elementary School
Humphries Elementary School
Jean Childs Young Middle School
John Lewis Invictus Academy
Kindezi West
M. A. Jones Elementary School
South Atlanta High School
Springdale Park Elementary School
William J. Scott Elementary School
William M.Boyd Elementary School

Clayton County Schools
Anderson Elementary School
Babb Middle School
Charles R. Drew High School
Dubois Integrity Academy, Main 
   Street Campus
Eddie White Middle
Elite Scholars Academy School
Forest Park High School
Forest Park Middle School
Huie Elementary School
Jonesboro High School
Michelle Obama STEM Elementary 
   Academy
Mundys Mill High School
Mundys Mill Middle School
North Clayton Middle School

Rex Mill Middle School
Rex Mill Middle STEM School
Riverdale Middle School
Sequoyah Middle School
Unidos Dual Language School
William M. McGarrah Elementary 
   School

Cobb County Schools
Powers Ferry Elementary School
Shallowford Falls Elementary School

DeKalb County Schools
Clarkston High School
DeKalb Arts Academy
Henderson Mill Elementary School
John Robert Lewis Elementary 
   School
Kittredge Magnet School
Stephenson Middle School
Stone Mountain Middle School
Tucker High School
Tucker Middle School

Fulton County
Renaissance Middle School
Ridgeview Middle School

Henry County
Ola Elementary School
Pate's Creek Elementary School

Marietta City Schools
Lockheed Elementary School
Marietta High School
Marietta Sixth Grade Academy

Paulding County Schools
Austin Middle School
J.A Dobbins Middle
McGarity Elementary School
Paulding County High School
South Paulding High School

Rockdale County Schools
Rockdale County High School

State Charter/Independent Schools
Ivy Preparatory Academy, Inc
Amana Academy West Atlanta
Genesis Innovation Academy for 
   Boys
The Anchor School
The SAE School
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Cheryl Kortemeier, Chair
Shawan Allen
Adi Bates
Ken Carter
Tjuan Dogan
Jamal Jessie
Ernest Ngirimana
Emma Palmer
Sarah Peterson
Leslie Roberts
Jordan Rose
Meisa Salaita
Anthony Saul

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anjuli Chestnut Raines
School & Youth Programs Manager
Tysheonia Edwards
School & Youth Programs Coordinator
Danielle Freeman
Festival Administrative Assistant
Alvaro McRae
Volunteer & Data Manager
Jordan Rose
Co-Executive Director
Meisa Salaita
Co-Executive Director
Leslie Townsell
Public Events Manager
Swetha Sharma
Communications Strategist

STAFF

B-Complex Creative, Greg Crafter, Lucy Cronin-
Golomb, Riya De Datta, Destination South Meetings &
Events, Antonio Ellis, Nigel Hepburn, Georgia State
Motion Design Students, Georgia Tech CEISMC, Eric
Knapp, Jim Lee, Lenz Marketing, Lance Love, Jonah
McDonald, Madison Mobley, Ashley Nylin, Pro-Bono
Partnerships of Atlanta, Purpose Possible, Raftermen
Photography, Jason Raines, Heidi Schindler, Antonio
Semeco, Joanna Yao

SPECIAL THANKS TO
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Science ATL would not have this
massive impact if it weren’t for the
team behind it all - funders, donors,
volunteers, partners, staff & Board!

We’re endlessly grateful!

Corporate
82%

In-Kind 
6.4%

Foundation
1.4%

Individuals
4%

Other
6.2%

TOTAL
EXPENSES

$1,381,519

Programs 
73%

General/Admin 
18.3%

Fundraising 
8.7%

TOTAL
REVENUE

$1,410,609

$30,000 - $49,999
Georgia Natural Gas
Kaiser Permanente
Kennesaw State University
Lenz Marketing
Lockheed Martin
Mercer University & Mercer   
    Health Sciences Center

$15,000 - $29,999
Glenn W. Bailey Foundation
Burns & McDonnell Foundation
Delta Communty Credit Union
Destination South Meetings & Events
Georgia Power
Georgia Tech Research Institute
Grady Health System
Murata Manufacturing Co.
Qcells
UCB

$5000 - $14,999
80 Acres Farms
Amazon 
AtkinsRéalis 
CleanSpark 
Dow 
ECF Engineering Consultants 
EcoLab Foundation 
IBM 
IEEE
Inspire Brands 
Jay Moran & Lisa Skittone
Salesforce
Southwire
Thermo Fisher Scientific

TurboTax
UL Research Institutes’ Chemical 
   Insights

$1000 - $4999
Tabitha & Les Aberts
Shawan Allen
Stacey & Ronald Alston
Anonymous
Fred & Catalina Arañas Family 
   Foundation
athenahealth
Sheila Bilimoria Law
Corporate Volunteer Council of 
   Atlanta
Elwood Avenue Dental
Danielle Freeman
Richard & Debbie Goldsmith
Halfway Crooks Beer
Jamal Jessie
Melanie Lawrence
Susan Lozier
Laura & Jordan Rose
Anthony Saul
Mindy Schweitzer-Rawls
Charity Scott & Evans Harrell Family 
   Fund
Smurfit WestRock
Synerzine
Andy & Amanda Treese
Jason Wellman
Jordan & J. Yarbrough

$500 - $999
Adi Bates
Ken Carter

Cooper Carry
Tjuan Dogan
Sarah & Sean Fankhauser
The Glueckert Family
Jaleh & Jean Patrice Khoshbin
Cheryl & Karl Kortemeier
Local Architects
Sarah Peterson
Eric Shen
Meisa & Khalid Salaita
Mary & Jeffery Sellers
Signature Back Office Solutions
David Smith
Margaret Stephen
Paula Garcia Todd
TriNet
VS Cooper & Company

Jennifer Leavey
Fran McGivern
Adele Moore
Chelsie Moore
Mary Novotny
Harriet Oliver
Chloe Pryor
Stacy Remaley
Melody & Hines Richardson
Shari & Benjy Rose
Kathleen Rodriguez & Uri Yokel
Joyce & Yaacov Rose
Eri Saikawa
Timothy Sarrantonio

Tonya Shearer
Rani Shetti
Talitha S. Spellers
Patricia Townsend
Lynn Marie & John Trotti
Kayla Walker

Festival Media Sponsors
Atlanta Parent
Clear Channel Outdoor
Macaroni Kid
V-103
WABE
WSB-TV Family2Family
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Jordan Rose & Meisa Salaita, 
Co-Executive Directors, 

Science ATL

$100 - $249
Meltem Alemdar & Brian Kammer
Loraine Allen
Anonymous
Blake Beckham
Dana Buskovitz
Shira & Craig Colsky
Decatur Eye Care
Deirdre Duthil
Shaheedah Enahora
Gloria Gernstein
Carl Hall
Samah Kamal
Tamara Koperda
Samantha Lanjewar

$250 - $499
Abbadabba's
Anonymous
Bill Christian
Canterbury Press
Kristin Devoto
Katherine & Edwin Greco
Pamela Harris
Elizabeth Hasler
Emma Palmer
Produce'd
Purpose Possible
Julia Smith
Swing Accounting
Urban Enterprises Promotions



601 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur, GA 30030

770.322.4992
ScienceATL.org

Science ATL was founded by:
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