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TO BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER THROUGH 

THE WONDER OF SCIENCE
We envision Atlanta as a science city, where people celebrate a shared appreciation for the ways science and 
technology are fundamental to the health and prosperity of our community. Science ATL aims to create a 
community of lifelong learners who value the role science plays in improving our daily lives. We approach this 
community building in three ways: 

Since 2014, the Atlanta Science Festival has brought engaging informal science learning experiences to more 
than 200,000 people in the metro region. Six years of Festival events have inspired many Atlanta youth and 
adults to see that science is present all around and can be for everyone, not just those with white coats in labs. 
Our expanded organization, Science ATL, will continue to produce the annual Atlanta Science Festival and 
extend its momentum to develop and collaborate on new and accessible year-round events, to broaden and 
strengthen partnerships across educational, cultural and industry sectors, and to inspire and prepare the next 
generation of STEM leaders.
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ATLANTA 
SCIENCE 
FESTIVAL

YEAR-ROUND 
EVENTS

LEADERSHIP
TRAINING

PARTNERSHIPS

Broaden access to and increase 
participation in informal science 
learning experiences.

Prepare the next generation of 
scientific leaders.

Strengthen partnerships and 
collaboration among organizations 
committed to STEM learning and 
careers



88% 88%

THE 2019 ATLANTA SCIENCE FESTIVAL
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The sixth annual Atlanta Science Festival reached 60,000 curious people of all 
ages at 128 engaging events at venues across the metro Atlanta region from 

March 9-23, 2019. With 38 sponsors and 99 programming partners, the Festival 
brought together colleges and universities, K-12 schools, museums and informal 

science educators, businesses, and community organizations to celebrate 
science in Atlanta. The Festival culminated in Atlanta’s biggest interactive family 

science day, the Exploration Expo, offering more than 100 hands-on exhibits and 
performances to 29,000 people at Piedmont Park.
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2019 FESTIVAL BY THE NUMBERS

60,000
ATTENDEES

99 
PARTNERS

234 
MEDIA HITS

128 
EVENTS

338 
VOLUNTEERS

38 
SPONSORS

85  
VENUES

113 
CLASSROOM VISITS

84%
OF ASF ATTENDEES 
RATED EVENTS AS VERY 
GOOD OR EXCELLENT

72%
SAY ASF HELPS THEM SEE 
OUR REGION AS MAKING 
ADVANCES IN STEM
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Guerilla Haiku Movement*
Henderson Middle School
High Museum of Art
High Road Craft Ice Cream
High Touch High Tech*
Historic Westside Gardens
Hungry Heart Dietary Consulting
IBM Corporation*
IEEE, Atlanta Section*
InterPlay Atlanta
Jennifer Swanson Books
The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and 
  Museum
Kennesaw State University*
Little Shop of Stories
March for Science
Marcus Autism Center**
Mathematics in Motion, Inc.
Mercedes-Benz USA*
Mercedes-Benz Stadium**
Mercer University & Mercer Health Sciences 
  Center*
Metro Atlanta Chamber*
Midtown International School
Morehouse College
Morrow High School*
Multicultural Educational Programs, Inc.*
The National Archives
North Fulton County Water Reclamation 
  Facilities*
Northrop Grumman**
NSF/NASA Center for Chemical Evolution**
Orpheus Brewery
Oxford College
The Paideia School
Piedmont Park Conservancy*
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine*
Perimeter College at Georgia State University**
Randstad*
The SAE School*
Safe PC Solutions/Safe PC Cloud
Sandtown Middle School
Sandy Springs Education Force
ScienceAF

ScienceRiot.org
Science.Art.Wonder
Science for Georgia
Science of Fun
The Silver Scream Spookshow
Southeast Beescapes
Southeastern Nanotechnology Infrastructure 
  Corridor
Spelman College**
Start Code*
STE(A)M Truck*
STEM Compass, Inc.
STEM Gems
STEMPower
Story Collider
Students for Exploration and Development of 
  Space
Timpson Creek Farm
True North Media
UCB*
University of Georgia*
University of Georgia Extension
UPS* 
U.S. EPA, Region 4*
The Vista Room at Napoleon’s
WABE- 90.1 FM
Warren Technical School
West Atlanta Watershed Alliance
Westlake High School
Whole World Improv Theater
Worldwide Shirts* 
Young Women in Biology*
Zoo Atlanta**

PROGRAM PARTNERS & EXPO EXHIBITORS

The Atlanta Science Festival would not be possible without the tireless work of our partners 
who produce events, bring audiences, and provide professional services. 
Expo exhibitors are denoted with a single asterisk. Program partners who also hosted an Expo booth are denoted 

with a double asterisk.

500 Women Scientists
A Cappella Books
Agnes Scott College**
AIR Serenbe
Amana Academy Charter School
American Chemical Society - Georgia Section*
American Radio Relay League, Georgia
  Section*
American Reptile Association
The Amphibian Foundation** 
Arbor Montessori School
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
ATL Pod
Atlanta Botanical Garden
Atlanta Curling Club
Atlanta-Fulton Public Library** 
Atlanta Geological Society
Atlanta Girls’ School*
Atlanta SMART and Delta STEAM Academies*
Barefoot Puppet Theatre
Blue Bird School Buses*
Blue Heron Nature Preserve
BODIES…The Exhibition*
Burns & McDonnell*
Camp Creek Middle School
Centennial Academy*
Center for Behavioral Neuroscience*
Center for Puppetry Arts
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention**
Chattahoochee Technical College**
Children’s Museum of Atlanta
Citizen Science HD
City of Atlanta
City Winery
The Clorox Company
Club SciKids*
Cobb 4-H
Cobb County Farm Bureau
Cobb County Public Library System

Cobb County Water Department
Decimal Place Farm
Dekalb Academy of Technology and the
  Environment*
Delta Air Lines*
Delta Community Credit Union*
Dendreon*
Destination South Meetings & Events
The Dolphin Project*
Doctor Pete Productions
Drew Charter School
DroidBuilders
Earth to Sky Performance Company
Emory University**
Environmental Protection Agency
Fernbank Museum of Natural History**
Fernbank Science Center
Firewires FTC Team 4631
First Christian Church of Decatur
Fulton County 4-H
Fulton County John’s Creek Environmental 
  Campus
Gentle Spirit Christian Church
Georgia Forestry Commission
Georgia Gwinnett College*
Georgia Institute of Technology**
Georgia Mineral Society
Georgia Natural Gas*
Georgia Power Company*
Georgia Psychological Assoc.*
Georgia Reptile Society**
Georgia Science Teachers Assoc.
Georgia State University**
Georgia State University Bio-Bus**
Georgia Tech Research Institute*
Girl Scouts of Greater Atlanta*
Girls Who Code
Google*
Graphic Packaging International*
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In collaboration with 99 program partners, 
the Atlanta Science Festival offered 128 
unique events at venues spanning eight metro 
Atlanta counties. Experiments, performances, 
workshops, tours, and tastings connected 
scientists, teachers, and entrepreneurs 
with communities of young people, 
families, and adults interested in the roles 
science, technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics (STEAM) play in today’s world.

The Festival launched with the Wow in the World Pop Up Party - a live show based off the insanely 
popular children’s science podcast hosted by NPR. For the two weeks that followed, events were 
hosted at 85 venues across metro Atlanta. About two-thirds of the events this year were designed 
for children and families, including a math extravaganza at Ebster Recreation Center in Decatur; an 
exploration of a water treatment facility at John’s Creek Environmental Campus; hands-on open house 
events at Georgia State, Chattahoochee Technical College and Emory University; and outdoor nature 
events with scientists across the region. The Festival also offered programming specifically for adults, 
including science themed performing arts events; programs featuring the science of wine; and science 
storytelling and comedy nights.

FESTIVAL EVENTS

Fairburn

Snellville

Conyers

Kennesaw

East Point

Oxford

John’s Creek

Lawrenceville

Decatur

Marietta

Mableton

Atlanta

Sandy Springs

Alpharetta

Brookhaven

85 VENUES ACROSS METRO ATLANTA
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EVENTS WERE 

FREE3/5 

“It adds something that’s truly needed that 
we don’t have enough of: people being 
able to grow and explore their curiosities 
and interests, whether they be very young 
or older”  
           - 2019 Expo attendee
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EXPLORATION EXPO
As the Festival’s grand finale event, the Exploration Expo is Atlanta’s biggest free interactive science day, 
engaging 29,000 visitors in more than 100 hands-on science activities at Piedmont Park. During the five-
hour event, attendees touched a human brain, engaged in robot battles, learned the mechanics of jet 
engines, got up close and personal with reptiles, and more.

Atlanta loves the Expo: 87% of the attendees thought the event was very good/excellent and 94% reported 
that they would return in 2018. The Expo also showcases just how much of a “science city” Atlanta is. 
Seventy-two percent said they felt that Atlanta was a region making advances in STEM. In addition, the Expo 
attracts a broadly diverse audience, providing opportunities for groups underrepresented in the sciences to 
interact with STEM professionals. 

EXPO 
POPULATION
IS DIVERSE LEARNED 

SOMETHING 
NEW
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White/Caucasian

*Includes all ASF events, Expo, and Imagining the Future (ITF) program. ITF data was extrapolated from school demographic information.

Asian Other
Black/
African-American

Hispanic/
Latino

ATTENDEE RACE/ETHNICITY*

 
    

 
 

 

 

  
 

          

  
    

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

335
ATTENDEES CAME FROM

UNIQUE
ZIP CODES

BROADENING ACCESS TO STEM
With a reach of more than 260,000 since its inception in 2014, the Atlanta Science Festival has 
continued to lower the barriers of access to science across the metro region. Consistently, attendees 
have been majority female, and the racial/ethnic makeup has been similar to the demographics of 
the metro region. 

ATTENDEE
GENDER

     

MALE: 36%                      FEMALE: 64%

ATTENDEE
AGES**

**Children 14 and under 
were not surveyed

(32%)

  (
18

%)
    

     
  (8

%] (4%)(4%)   (11%)                   [23%]

    
  4

5-
54

    
    

    
     

    5

5-64     65+ 15-17      18-24                                25-34

                                      35-44   

11% 9%

2010 METRO ATLANTA CENSUS DATA

43%

50% 32% 5% 11% 2%

26% 11%

IMAGINING THE FUTURE
STEM PROFESSIONALS VISITING METRO AREA CLASSROOMS

My Imagining the Future event experience was more than 
I could have imagined.  This event exposed my students 
to a world of science possibilities they would not have 
been exposed to.
       - Teacher participating in 2019 Imagining the Future program

Now in its sixth year, the Imagining the Future program connects K-12 teachers with STEM professionals 
for classroom visits. Each spring, the program reaches thousands of children throughout the metro 
region and offers an excellent opportunity for scientists to connect with the community.

113
CLASSROOM 
VISITS

10,000+

STUDENTS
REACHED

“
“
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GEORGIA CHIEF SCIENCE OFFICERS
Georgia Chief Science Officers (CSO) is a STEM leadership development program for middle and 
high school students, enhancing students’ leadership, communication, and project management 
skills in order to facilitate the emergence of youth voices in STEM. Students are elected to become 
their school’s CSOs and are empowered to lead STEM/STEAM initiatives at their schools and in their 
communities. In the 2018-2019 inaugural year, 19 students from Atlanta, Fulton, and DeKalb counties 
joined an elite group of the 1000 students who are part of an international consortium of CSOs. They 
implemented STEM Action Plans - ranging from hosting career expos and STEM nights to establishing 
robotics teams at their feeder elementary schools, from leading school-wide Coding Dance Parties to 
training younger students in aquaponics.

Supported by school personnel, program staff and 
Leadership Coaches from partnering STEM industry 
companies, CSOs bring resources to their schools to 
build the school’s STEM community and engage their 
peers in STEM activities and career explorations. Outside 
their school buildings, CSOs contribute their voices to 
conversations about STEM education and workforce 
development by participating as speakers and panelists at 
various events including: Georgia STEM Forum, Blacks in 
Technology Day of Action at the Capitol, STEM Learning 
Ecosystems Community of Practice Convening, March for 
Science, Atlanta Science Festival, and city council meetings.

• Coretta Scott King Young Women’s 
Leadership Academy (Atlanta)

• Booker T. Washington High School 
(Atlanta)

• Hollis Innovation Academy (Atlanta)
• King Middle School (Atlanta)
• Tucker Middle School (DeKalb)
• Tucker High School (DeKalb)
• Banneker High School (Fulton)
• Sandy Springs Charter Middle 

School (Fulton)
• Johns Creek High School (Fulton)
• Webb Bridge Middle School (Fulton)

2018-2019 PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

CSOs create Action Plans to enrich the STEM community at their schools. Through 
their Action Plans, CSOs started 2 STEM Clubs, hosted 13 STEM events at their 
schools, and directly engaged 3088 other students in STEM activities. In addition, 
students developed these award-winning projects from our SPARK Prize pitch 
competition, sponsored by United Way of Greater Atlanta:

-ING ACTION

HO
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 INNOVATION

 
ACADEM

Y

Intro to 
Robotics 
Program 

Development

TU
CK

ER
 MIDDLE

 
SCHOOLStudent 

Led 
STEM-bassador

Program

JO
HN

S  CREEK HIGH SCHOOL

Start 
Elementary 

School 
Robotics Team

The Georgia Chief Science Officer Program is sponsored by:

Additional support is provided by NCR Foundation, United Way of Greater Atlanta, UPS, UCB, Delta 
Community and the Georgia Tech Research Institute.
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SCIENCE COMMUNICATION FELLOWSHIP
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In the Fall of 2019, we launched our inaugural 
Science ATL Communication Fellowship with 
support from Atlanta Broadening Experiences 
in Scientific Training (BEST) Program. Eight 
Fellows, selected from 64 applicants, 
represented a diverse range of scientific fields, 
past experiences, and professional interests. 
The 2-hour sessions extended monthly from 
August to February, and covered topics such 
as narrative, data visualization, interview 
techniques, and more. 

The Fellows were given opportunities to 
practice what they’d learned with several 
assignments under the direct mentorship of 
Science ATL staff. Students executed a public 
engagement activity and wrote an essay for our 
Awesome Science of Everyday Life blog series, 
where Fellows interviewed a representative 
from a local organization about the science 
they do. All fellows reported the experience to 
be exciting and informative.

• Executing Atlanta Science Festival 
event (3 Fellows)

• Sharing personal science stories 
with The Story Collider (2 Fellows)

• Visitng a classroom to share research 
with the ASF Imagining the Future 
program (1 Fellow)

• Presenting a science cafe with the 
Atlanta Science Tavern (2 Fellows)

PUTTING THEORY INTO PRACTICE: 
Fellows’ Public Engagement Activities

THE AWESOME SCIENCE 
OF EVERYDAY LIFE
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SCIENCE SCENE CALENDAR RACE THROUGH SPACE

After the 2018 Atlanta Science 
Festival, Science ATL launched 
The Science Scene - Atlanta’s 
public science events calendar. The 
Science Scene connects audiences 
of all ages to local science events 
hosted by our many community 
partners and other organizations. 
This resource serves as a portal 
for discovering opportunities to 
experience science learning outside 
the classroom. Making it easier for 
people to discover STEM learning 
opportunities helps strengthen the 
identity of Atlanta as a science city. 

In May 2019, 300 runners gathered in Piedmont Park to 
blast off from the sun and make their way through our 
scale layout of the solar system all the way to Neptune. 
As runners passed each planet, they learned facts 
about the celestial bodies, got pelted by asteroids and 
felt first-hand how far out those outer planets really are!
Each planet was “adopted” by a local school group. 
The schools made decorative displays by the planet 
markers, shouted fun chants, and even created 
interpretive dances to celebrate the glory of our solar 
system.

The first annual Race Through Space 5K was presented 
by Randstad USA, with additional support from the 
Georgia Space Grant Consortium, Fit Learning, Ashpole 
Dental and Pinnacle Promotions.

Partners 
Featured

Partner Events 
Posted Annually

It also supports our informal science program partners by drawing public attention to their events year-
round. While the majority of these events are still identified by Science ATL team members, local partners 
may submit their events through an online form which is vetted by Science ATL to ensure it meets 
guidelines. 
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A founding pillar of our organization is strengthening and developing partnerships between individuals 
and organizations in Atlanta with a shared mission of creating out-of-school science learning opportunities.  
To that end, we have brought together hundreds of partners over the years to produce events for the 
Atlanta Science Festival, sparked new relationships between partners, and helped partners to reach new 
audiences by bringing their programming to new areas.   

In 2019, we conducted a needs assessment with community partners whose programming offers a STEAM 
component to their audiences. From our interactions with these partners, we learned the ways Science 
ATL can best support their efforts in the future. 

PARTNERS

68% of Festival 
partners reported 
new partnerships/
interactions with 
community groups 
because of ASF
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FESTIVAL 
PARTNERS

EXPO 
PRESENTERS

SPONSORS

106

99

38

Because of our participation in the Atlanta Science 
Festival, we are now connected to a cool science 
organization that not only enhanced the quality 
of our event, but worked with us to update the 
educational info of our arts programming!  We are 
100% IN as long as ASF has us!
          - Event host, 2019 Festival

“

“
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Dendreon           General Assembly

Thompson Hine, LLP         IEEE, Atlanta Section         IBM         Georgia Tech Research Institute       Cherry Bekaert, LLP        
Burns & McDonnell         Graphic Packaging International         Delta Community

FESTIVAL PRESENTING SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

COPPER SPONSORS

KRYPTON SPONSORS

TITANIUM SPONSORS

MEDIA SPONSORS

SPONSORS
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THANKYOU!

SCIENCE ATL WAS FOUNDED BY



David Hartnett, Chair 
Chief Economic Development Officer
Metro Atlanta Chamber

Lynn Durham
Associate Vice President & Chief of Staff, Office of President
Georgia Institute of Technology

Lilyn Hester
Head of Public Affairs, SE
Google

Jason Hoch
President, Podcasts
Imperative Entertainment

David Lynn
Professor of Chemistry
Emory University

Sarah Peterson
Director of New Initiatives
Atlanta Science Festival

Kristy Rachal
Manager, Community Development
Georgia Power

Jordan Rose
Co-Executive Director
Atlanta Science Festival, Inc.

Meisa Salaita
Co-Executive Director
Atlanta Science Festival, Inc.

Jordan Rose 
Co-Executive Director

Meisa Salaita
Co-Executive Director

Emily Beck
Evaluation Coordinator
Georgia Tech Center for Education Integrating Science,
Math & Computing

Sarah Fankhauser
Imagining the Future Coordinator

Danielle Freeman
Volunteer Coordinator
The Clorox Company

Eric Knapp
Program Director, Georgia Chief Science Officers

Debbie Mullis
Expo Volunteer Coordinator

Sarah Peterson
Director of New Initiatives

Melody Richardson
Exploration Expo Chair

Deborah Seide
Marketing and Public Relations Consultant
Lenz Marketing

Jamie Lea Shiver
Event Management Consultant
Destination South Meetings & Events 

Kellie Vinal
Festival Coordinator

Evaluation Support
Meltem Alemdar  
Katie Boice
Olivia Shellman
    
  

Program Support
Scout Morgan  
Kristel Tedesco
    
  
    

Volunteer Coordination Support
Gigi Burke
Bill Christian
Shira Colsky   

Marketing, Public Relations & Web Support
Ben Barnes     Christine Mahin              Scott Sanders
Rachel Cushing     Anna Laura McGranahan        Lizzi Skipper
Mike Killeen     Ricky Pattillo              Jon Waterhouse

Advisors
Donna Barrett     Kyle Frantz        Evans Harrell     Caitlin Kokenes  Charaun Little         Sean Mulvanity
Tim Cairl     Robert Gaines        Diley Hernandez    Mike Lalle  Leigh McCook         Reina Short
Ann Cramer     Brian Garrett        Natalie King     Jennifer Leavey  Errika Moore         Tokiwa Smith

Expo Support
Cynthia Alford
Gina Carellas

BOARD OF DIRECTORSVISIBILITY OPERATIONS TEAM

Professional Services
Accounting: Cherry Bekaert, LLP   l   Creative: Lenz Marketing, Vichhika Tep, GSU Motion Design Students   l   Evaluation: Georgia
Tech CEISMC   l   Expo Management: Destination South Meetings & Events   l   Legal: Thompson-Hine, LLC   l  Marketing,  Public
Relations & Web Design: Lenz Marketing   l   Photography: Rob Felt, Tim Jordan, Raftermen   l   Promotions: Urban Enterprises
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29,000
FANS ON SOCIAL OUTLETS

81.2
MILLION

MEDIA IMPRESSIONS

The Atlanta Science Festival and other Science 
ATL programs have attracted a great deal of 
community attention and media spotlights. 
With strategic social media efforts built 
on a foundation of interesting content like 
Awesome Science Facts and ALEX Explores 
ATL contests, we have grown our following 
across Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to 
more than 29,000 fans.

In addition, stories from our efforts with 
the Chief Science Officer program and the 
Atlanta Science Festival have garnered 
millions of media impressions. The Festival 
alone attracted 234 earned media hits, with 
spotlights on every major tv network, as well 
as radio and print outlets. 

Beyond attention on Science ATL efforts 
alone, our attraction of media attention has 
highlighted the good work of many of our 
partners around the city, showcasing their 
science education offerings, advances in 
research and STEM-related products.



191 Peachtree Street, NE
Suite 3400

Atlanta, Georgia 30303
770.322.4992

ScienceATL.org

Science ATL, Inc. was founded by:


